MEETING OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN INITIATIVE PARLIAMENTARY DIMENSION MEMBER STATES 
21 May 2025

JOINT STATEMENT

	We, Central European Initiative Parliamentary Dimension members states' Foreign Affairs Committee Chairpersons and their representatives, gathered at the meeting held on 21 May 2025 in Belgrade, believe that this is but one in a series of meetings that will open new opportunities for dialogue, cooperation and the development of good-neighbourly relations, as well as for fostering closer interparliamentary cooperation among the CEI PD countries, and we hereby declare:

	1. We agree that regional cooperation within the CEI framework, as well as the commitment to accelerating the process of European integration of CEI member states, significantly contributes to strengthening regional and cross-border cooperation, promoting good-neighbourly relations and mutual respect, and fostering better understanding of differing views and their alignment through continuous dialogue.

	2. We underscore that the importance of cooperation among the foreign affairs committees of CEI member states notably lies in the promotion of interparliamentary cooperation, regional collaboration, and the promotion of European values and democratic institutions.

	3. We believe that support for the policy of accelerated enlargement represents the right course of action, and we will continue to advocate for it by employing the political and legal instruments at our disposal, providing support until all CEI member states become members of the European Union.

	4. We, as parliamentarians, have agreed that, within the framework of cooperation and connectivity among CEI member states, we must continue to advocate consistently for the accelerated enlargement of the European Union before our respective governments and EU institutions, with the aim of paving the way for the entire CEI region to be encompassed within a single area where peace, democracy, respect for human rights, the rule of law, sustainable development, and prosperity are upheld.

	5. We agreed that, in the forthcoming period, it is necessary to work thoroughly on further strengthening of cooperation among CEl countries and fostering closer ties between EU member states and candidate countries, in order to create the conditions for the enlargement of the European Union towards the entire area of the Central European Initiative.

	6. We welcome the proclaimed membership perspective of CEI countries in the European Union and call for further steps to be taken and appropriate decisions to be made in order to make the accession of the remaining CEI countries both imminent and certain.
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